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Theseus and The Minotaur
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Long, long ago, in Ancient Greece lived a powerful and vengeful King. His name was King Minos and the country he ruled over was the island of Crete. His son, of whom he was very proud, had died while competing in games in the state of Athens and for compensation King Minos demanded that every nine years fourteen of Athen’s finest young men and women were to be sacrificed to the fearsome Minotaur who lived in the maze beneath the island of Crete.
King Aegeus of Athens was powerless to stop this slaughter of his young citizens and when the time came to send the next contingent he was horrified that his own son, Theseus, was one of the young men chosen. “Do not worry, Father,” said Theseus at their farewell, “I have no intention of dying, I will fight the Minotaur and slay it.” Aegeus appreciated Theseus’s courage but found it hard to believe that his son, however brave, could kill the monster that was half human and half bull. “When I return in triumph, I shall hoist white sails instead of the usual black ones so you will know I’m alive and have completed my mission,” Theseus promised.
The fourteen victims arrived in Crete and were placed in the dungeons awaiting their terrible deaths. Theseus began to wonder if he could indeed carry out his promise when he received an unexpected visitor. It was Ariadne, the beautiful daughter of King Minos, who had seen Theseus and fallen in love with him. “Here is ball of golden thread and a sword,” she whispered, “take them and go down into the labyrinth now while the monster is sleeping, use the string to mark your path, kill the monster and when you return take me back to Athens to be your wife.” 
Theseus was only too happy to comply and he crept into the maze, having first attached the end of the thread to the start of his journey. He followed the twisting and turning passageways until he came to an open cave where the Minotaur slept. Using the sword Theseus attacked the monster and killed it. He followed the unravelled thread back to the dungeon where Ariadne was waiting with the other intended victims. Theseus and Ariadne fell into each other’s arms.
The group made their way to the ship and sailed away to safety.  Tragically, Ariadne developed a fever on board the ship and died, leaving Theseus so heartbroken he failed to hoist the white sails. King Aegeus, seeing the black sails, and believing his son to be dead, committed suicide in his grief. Theseus never forgot Ariadne and became King of Athens and ruled wisely and well.
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Word Meanings:

Use the context of the text to write what these words mean.

vengeful
contingent





labyrinth




comply




Comprehension:

Answer these questions:

1. What caused King Minos to demand the sacrifices from Athens?

2. Why do you think they used black sails on the ship that carried the fourteen young people to Crete?

3. What type of text is this?

4. Was King Minos justified in his compensation? Explain your answer.

Literacy Skills:
Look at these sentences from the text:
He followed the twisting and turning passageways until he came to an open cave where the Minotaur slept. Using the sword Theseus attacked the monster and killed it. He followed the unravelled thread back to the dungeon where Ariadne was waiting with the other intended victims.
The words in bold type are being used as adjectives in these sentences. Write 5 sentences using each of the words as a verb.
Put the correct punctuation into this addition to the story.

look my lord shouted the watchman the ship from crete returns i can see the black sails black sails cried king aegeus that means theseus and the others are dead i cant bear to live without my son so ill die too
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Possible Answers

Word Meanings:

Use the context of the text to write what these words mean.

vengeful means looking for revenge
contingent means group






labyrinth means a maze




comply
 means agree with, obey



Comprehension:

Answer these questions:

1. What caused King Minos to demand the sacrifices from Athens?
King Minos had a son who died when competing in games in Athens and so he demanded compensation.
2. Why do you think they used black sails on the ship that carried the fourteen young people to Crete?
They used black sails because they were sending young people to die on Crete.
3. What type of text is this?
This text is a Greek myth, which is a form of narrative.
4. Was King Minos justified in his compensation? Explain your answer.
He wasn’t justified in demanding the sacrifices because the fourteen young people were innocent of any crime. (Answers may vary)
Literacy Skills:

Look at these sentences from the text:

He followed the twisting and turning passageways until he came to an open cave where the Minotaur slept. Using the sword Theseus attacked the monster and killed it. He followed the unravelled thread back to the dungeon where Ariadne was waiting with the other intended victims.

The words in bold type are being used as adjectives in these sentences. Write 5 sentences using each of the words as a verb.

ANSWERS WILL VARY
Put the correct punctuation into this addition to the story.

“Look my lord,” shouted the watchman, “the ship from Crete returns, I can see the black sails!”
“Black sails?” cried King Aegeus, “that means Theseus and the others are dead! I can’t bear to live without my son, so I’ll die too!”
