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The Coelacanth
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The coelacanth (pronounced seel uh canth) is a strange looking fish but its looks are not the only thing about this creature that makes it very special. The coelacanth is a prehistoric fish that was believed to have become extinct, along with the dinosaurs, about 65 million years ago. Scientists have found fossils of the coelacanth that date back 350 million years; the importance of those fossils is that they seemed to show sea creatures may have evolved into land animals. 
Imagine the sensation that occurred when, in 1938, a museum curator in South Africa, went to wish a local fisherman “Happy Christmas” on his boat. He had just come in with a load of fish and Marjorie Latimer spotted an odd looking fish amongst the huge mound. The sea captain let her take the fish back to the museum where it was discovered that it was indeed a coelacanth!  Scientists were astounded that this creature, long thought to be extinct, was actually still alive. Since then, many more live sightings and live catches of the coelacanth have been made.
The coelacanth can grow up to 2 metres long and weigh up to 80 kilograms. They have a bluish skin with distinctive white patches and scales that are usually only found on fish that have suffered extinction. They have extremely sensitive eyes, which have a special adaptation that makes them shine in the dark (like cats, dogs and dolphins), this is very useful as the coelacanth likes to spend its time deep in the ocean where there is little sunlight. Females have adapted to give birth to live young, which are called pups.  The coelacanth has a nickname “old four legs” because its long, strong fins actually have bones in them that resemble toe bones. This is one reason why scientists think that the coelacanth may be part of the evolutionary link between sea creatures and land animals. 
The coelacanth is classified as endangered as there may be as little as 500 of them still living throughout the world. One of the most exciting aspects of the strange story of this “fossil fish” is that there may be other creatures in the deep, unexplored reaches of the ocean that we believe to be extinct. Scientists can’t wait to make more discoveries.
Produced by Geraldine Norris: http://www.linkingtoliteracy.com
Word Meanings:
By using the context of the text write what you think these words me

sensation
astounded
distinctive 
resemble
Comprehension:

Answer these questions:

1. Why is the coelacanth called “old four legs”?
2. Who was Marjorie Latimer? 
3. Which paragraph could have a sub-heading – “Physical Description”?
4. What does “classified as endangered” (Para 4) mean?
Literacy Skills:

Look at these words from the text:
extinct


evolved
discovered


adapted
In the text you will find another form of these base words. Find them and the write the pairs of words. 
Think about the 4 main building blocks of a sentence:

NOUN – (A participant/name of person, place, thing, feeling)

VERB –(A process/action)

ADJECTIVE – (A modifier/circumstance/describer of a noun)

ADVERB – (A modifier/circumstance/describer of a verb)

Look at this sentence about a coelacanth and work out the 4 parts of speech used:

The coelacanth has long, strong fins and swims quickly. 
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

Word Meanings:

By using the context of the text write what you think these words me


Sensation means excitement/shock

Astounded means amazed/shocked/excited
Distinctive means noticeable/unusual
Resemble means looks like/are similar to
Comprehension:

Answer these questions:

1. Why is the coelacanth called “old four legs”? The coelacanth is called “old four legs” because its fins have bones in them like toe bones.
2. Who was Marjorie Latimer? Marjorie Latimer was the curator of the museum in South Africa who found the first live coelacanth.
3. Which paragraph could have a sub-heading – “Physical Description”? “Physical Description” would be the sub heading for Paragraph 3.
4. What does “classified as endangered” (Para 4) mean? “Classified as endangered” means that the coelacanth is protected because there are so few of them in the world. 
Literacy Skills;
Look at these words from the text:

extinct


evolved

discovered


adapted

In the text you will find another form of these base words. Find them and the write the pairs of words. 


Extinct – extinction 



Evolved – evolutionary



Discovered – discoveries



Adapted – adaptation

Think about the 4 main building blocks of a sentence:
NOUN – (A participant/name of person, place, thing, feeling)      VERB –(A process/action)    ADJECTIVE – (A modifier/circumstance/describer of a noun)

ADVERB – (A modifier/circumstance/describer of a verb)

Look at this sentence about a coelacanth and work out the 4 parts of speech used:

coelacanth – noun    has – verb      long – adjective       strong – adjective          fins  - noun            swims – verb           quickly  - adverb 
