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Hermit Crabs
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Have you ever been to the beach and seen a shell walking along? Well if you have, chances are it was a hermit crab. Hermit crabs are found in all the warm oceans of the world, mostly preferring the coastal edges, coral reefs and rock pools. There are over 1000 different species of them, but unlike other crabs, hermit crabs do not have a tough casing to cover all their body. To protect their soft body part they move into an empty sea snail shell of just the right size. 
Hermit crabs have a soft twisted abdomen, 5 pairs of legs and a head. They can range in size from just over 1cm to 12cm. 3 pairs of their legs have a hard casing to protect them, 2 pairs of these are their walking legs and one pair are their claws which they use for climbing and eating. The other 2 pairs of legs are soft and are kept inside the shell. A tough casing also protects their heads, but their eye stalks and antennae are soft and so they will pull themselves completely into the shell when threatened. 
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All crabs go through a process known as “moulting’. This happens when the crab gets too big for its hard outer casing and so it splits and allows the crab to crawl out. When the hermit crab moults it needs to find a bigger shell to crawl into. As it takes a while for the new outer casing to harden up again the crab is vulnerable and can be easily attacked after a moult. Hermit crabs are scavengers and feed on dead animal and plant matter on the seabed.  They breathe through gills and must retain a level of moisture to survive. Their main predators are larger crabs, seagulls and some fish, but being able to enclose themselves in their shell makes it difficult for many predators. Humans are their biggest enemies by taking inhabited shells from the beach without knowing it and then the crab dies of starvation and lack of moisture. 
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Word Meanings:
Match up these words from the text with their correct meaning.
casing



in danger




abdomen


weak
threatened


outer covering

vulnerable


stomach

Comprehension:

Answer these questions:

1. How many pairs of legs does a hermit crab have?
2. What does “moulting” mean?

3. What is the main purpose of this text?
4. How can you make sure you don’t destroy a hermit crab?
Literacy Skills:
Look at this sentence from the text:

A tough casing also protects their heads, but their eye stalks and antennae are soft and so they will pull themselves completely into the shell when threatened.

Match up the words with the correct parts of speech.

tough



adverb

protects


noun

head



adjective

pull



noun

completely


verb

shell



verb

Put the correct punctuation into this sentence about hermit crabs.

all hermit crabs have an abdomen head and 5 pairs of legs that they use for walking climbing and feeding
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

Word Meanings:

Match up theses words from the text with their correct meaning.

casing



outer covering




abdomen


stomach 
threatened


in danger 
vulnerable


weak
Comprehension:

Answer these questions:

1. How many pairs of legs does a hermit crab have? 

A hermit crab has 5 pairs of legs.
2. What does “moulting” mean?




“Moulting” means when the crab outgrows its outer casing and it splits.
3. What is the main purpose of this text?


The main purpose of this text is to give information about hermit crabs.
4.  How can you make sure you don’t destroy a hermit crab?
You should always carefully check any shell before you pick it up and take it home./You shouldn’t pick up any shells and take them home.
Literacy Skills:
Look at this sentence from the text:

A tough casing also protects their heads, but their eye stalks and antennae are soft and so they will pull themselves completely into the shell when threatened.

Match up the words with the correct parts of speech.

tough



adjective
protects


verb
head



noun
pull



verb
completely


adverb
shell



noun
Put the correct punctuation into this sentence about hermit crabs.

All hermit crabs have an abdomen, head and 5 pairs of legs that they use for walking, climbing and feeding.
