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Ready to Read, Steady as you Read, Go to the Finish Line!
[image: image2.wmf]Ready to Read: Look at the title and illustrations and then skim and scan the whole text (that’s the writing in black type). 
Now answer these questions:

· Predict: What type of text do you think this will be?

· Predict: What do you think this text is going to be about?
· Question: Do you already know anything about this subject? Write one thing you already know. 
· Steady as you Read: Now read the first paragraph:
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The Development of the Motor Car
Did you know that the first self-propelled vehicle was built about 250 years ago? In 1769 a French engineer adapted a steam engine to push wheels round, placed it on a 3 wheeled cart and invented the first truck. It only moved very slowly but could carry 4 tonnes; the French army used it to carry heavy cannons. About 30 years later a British inventor designed a lighter steam engine which he put on wheels. It was known as the “Puffing Devil” and became the first horseless carriage to transport passengers. Over the next 20 years improvements such as a hand brake and better steering were developed. 
Now answer these questions:

· Confirm: Have your predictions been confirmed? Explain why.

· Check: What do you think these words mean in this context?
● self-propelled ● adapted ● designed ● improvements
· Visualise: Write two facts from this paragraph.
Steady as you Read: Now read the second paragraph:

In 1860 an engineer from Belgium invented the first type of “internal combustion” engine. This engine was fuelled by coal gas with an electric spark to ignite it. It was put on a 3 wheeled cart and completed an 80 km road trip. As horseless vehicles became more popular with the very rich in England the law courts put a speed limit on all roads. They were allowed to travel at 6km per hour in the country and at 3km per hour in towns. The law also stated that there must be 2 drivers in the vehicle and one person to walk in front of the car waving a red flag to warn pedestrians. This lasted for the next 30 years.
Now answer these questions:

· Check: What do you think these words mean in this context?

● fuelled ● ignite ● pedestrians
· Check: What is the main idea of this paragraph?

· Visualise: Write two facts from this paragraph.
Steady as you Read: Now read the third paragraph:

Over the next few years many designers worked on making the engine more efficient and more powerful. 2 German engineers, working in separate parts of the country, simultaneously designed the engine that is similar to the ones used today. Their names were Karl Benz and Gottlieb Daimler. The age of the modern car had begun. The first actual factory making cars, using Daimler’s engine design, was begun in France in 1889. In 1896 the first death caused by a motor vehicle was recorded. The victim was an English lady who stepped off a kerb and was knocked down by a car travelling at 6km per hour. Car racing also began at around the same time with speeds of up 64km per hour being achieved. It was, however, in 1903 that a major development occurred in America with the beginning of the Ford Motor Company. By 1913 it was the biggest car manufacturing plant in the world, using a moving assembly line to build the Model T Ford. By 1927 15million of these comparatively inexpensive cars had been built and sold.
Now answer these questions:

· Check: What do you think these words mean in this context?

● simultaneously● manufacturing plant ● assembly line ● inexpensive
· Check: What is the main idea of this paragraph?

· Visualise: Write two facts from this paragraph.
Go to the Finish Line:

Now answer these questions:

· Evaluate: Today we know the problems that too many motor vehicles cause. Do you think the early engineers and designers could have imagined them? Explain why you think so. 
· Reflect: What do you think the ordinary poorer people thought about the early cars? Explain why.
· Use: List 5 extra/different features would you put into a car of the future. Draw a diagram with them labelled.

