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Ready to Read, Steady as you Read, Go to the Finish Line!
[image: image2.wmf]Ready to Read: Look at the title and illustrations and then skim and scan the whole text (that’s the writing in black type). 
Now answer these questions:

· Predict: What type of text do you think this will be?

· Predict: What do you think this text is going to be about?
· Question: Have you ever read this type of text before? Give at least one example if you have.
· Steady as you Read: Now read the first paragraph:
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The Town Mouse and The Country Mouse :( Aesop fable)
Once upon a time there were two mice who, although very different, were great friends. Mary Mouse was rather quiet and shy and lived in a plain little house in the middle of a corn field. She kept busy all day, cooking her simple meals and cleaning her home. Monty Mouse was loud and forceful. He lived in a hole in a grand house in a bustling city and spent most of his day lounging around.
Now answer these questions:

· Confirm: Have your predictions been confirmed? Explain why.

· Check: What do you think these words mean in this context?
● plain ● forceful ● bustling ● lounging
· Visualise: Write two things that were described in this paragraph.
Steady as you Read: Now read the second paragraph:
One day Monty arrived for an unexpected visit to Mary’s house.  After a short time he became very bored, “How can you stand such a miserable life?” he asked. “Eating only peas and corn for meals, cleaning and scraping away all day, it’s no wonder you look so worn out.” Mary, who enjoyed her life, was rather surprised. “I’ll tell you what,” suggested Monty, “come and stay with me for a few days and I’ll show you what living is all about!” Mary rather reluctantly agreed 
and so they both set off to the city.
Now answer these questions:

· Check: What do you think these words mean in this context?

● unexpected ● suggested ● reluctantly
· Check: What is the main idea of this paragraph?
· Visualise: Write two things that were described in this paragraph.

Steady as you Read: Now read the third paragraph:

Poor Mary was quite terrified as they dodged across the busy city streets to avoid the traffic that raced by. She was extremely relieved when they raced up the steps of the largest house she had ever seen in her life. “My,” she said, “what luxury you live in!” Monty puffed out his chest importantly and replied, “You haven’t seen anything yet! Come into the dining room.” They climbed up the legs of an enormous table and there spread out was the remains of a great feast. How they enjoyed nibbling the dainties that had been left there. Just as Mary felt she couldn’t eat another crumb there was a sound like thunder rumbling and the dishes were scattered everywhere. “Look out, it’s the cat,” shouted Monty and they dived off the table and disappeared into a hole in the floor. “Luxury you may have,” said Mary trembling, “but danger too!” She was very happy to return to her quiet field and there she stayed.
Now answer these questions:

· Check: What do you think these words mean in this context?

● dodged ● puffed ● dainties
· Check: What is the main idea of this paragraph?
· Visualise: Write two things that were described in this paragraph.

Go to the Finish Line:

Now answer these questions:

· Evaluate: What is the lesson that Aesop wanted us to learn from this text?

· Reflect: Would you prefer the town or the country life? Why?
· Use: Draw an illustration for this text and give it a caption. 

