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Frogs are amphibians; this means that they spend part of their time in water and part of their time on land. There are many different species of frogs that live in all parts of the world except Antarctica. Frogs can only live in fresh water which means that there are none found in the world’s oceans and seas. Scientists have found fossils of frogs that are 140 million years old so they have been around for quite a long time!
Frogs have smooth, moist skins, long back legs, bulging eyes and a wide mouth. The colour of their skin varies from species to species; there are green, blue, red and even purple frogs! Fogs eat meat; they will catch small insects by flicking out their long, sticky tongue and capturing the insect on it. They have excellent eyesight and hearing and can jump and swim well with their powerful back legs and webbed feet.
[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]A frog’s life cycle is a very interesting one. The adult female frog lays hundreds of eggs in the water. The eggs are called spawn and are held together by a jelly that protects them. After about a week the eggs hatch into larvae, which are called tadpoles. These tadpoles have a head and a tail and can swim well. They breathe in the water by using gills just like fish do and the only way they can escape danger is by swimming away. As it grows the tadpole develops back legs and then front legs while the tail gradually shortens. After about 10 weeks the small frog has all four legs and has developed lungs so it can breathe outside the water. 
Frogs have many enemies. Many birds, reptiles and fish eat both the tadpoles and the grown frogs. Frog skin can blend in with their surroundings so that they can hide and some frogs can change the colour of their skin depending on where they are. Some frogs are poisonous to eat and some have sticky pads on their feet to help them to climb trees away from danger. Unfortunately the main threats to frogs’ survival are from human beings. Water pollution and building roads or houses on their habitat are killing thousands of frogs each year.  
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Put Your Thinking Hats On!
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White hat: What are the facts of the text?

· What type of an animal are frogs?
· Which legs do tadpoles grow first?
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Yellow hat: What are the good things in the text?

· What are some good things that frogs can do to escape being eaten?
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Red hat: What are the feelings in the text?

· How does the writer feel about the human threat to frogs’ survival? 
· How do YOU feel about the human threat to frogs’ survival? 
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Black Hat: What are the not so good things in the text?

· Which animals are enemies of frogs?
· Why are tadpoles easy for enemies to attack?
Blue Hat: What thinking do I need to do in this text?

· What does the diagram in the text show? Why did the writer put it in the text?
· Here are some interesting words from the text. What do they mean?
fossils      moist     bulging     habitat  
Green hat: What can I do after reading this text? 
· Draw a diagram of a frog life cycle and label the picture parts. 
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Teacher’s Notes: Possible answers


White hat: What are the facts of the text?

· What type of an animal are frogs?
Frogs are amphibians.
· Which legs do tadpoles grow first?
Tadpoles grow their back legs first.

Yellow hat: What are the good things in the text?

· What are some good things that frogs can do to escape being eaten?
Frogs can use their skin colour to blend in, some can change the colour of their skin, some are poisonous and some have sticky pads on their feet to help them climb trees.
Red hat: What are the feelings in the text?

· How does the writer feel about the human threat to frogs’ survival?
The writer thinks it is a shame as she uses the word “unfortunately”. 
· How do YOU feel about the human threat to frogs’ survival? 
Any sensible answer.

Black Hat: What are the not so good things in the text?

· Which animals are enemies of frogs?
Birds, fish, reptiles and human beings are the enemies of frogs.
· Why are tadpoles easy for enemies to attack?
Tadpoles are easy to attack because they can only swim away from danger.
Blue Hat: What thinking do I need to do in this text?

· What does the diagram in the text show? Why did the writer put it in the text?
The diagram shows the life cycle of a frog. The writer put it in because it helps to see a picture as well as read the writing. 
· Here are some interesting words from the story. What do they mean?

fossils  - bones of ancient animals that have been turned to stone 

moist   - damp or wet  bulging   - sticking out   habitat  - where an animal lives

Green hat: What can I do after reading this text? 
· Draw a diagram of a frog life cycle and label the picture parts. 
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